The Good News
Summertime and Picnics
It’s July. The temperatures are
going up.
Funny, the other Sunday it
was warm and someone said,
“Hey Pastor, this is your kind of
weather.” I smiled. Yes, I like
warm weather, certainly more than
cold weather. But the really funny
thing is, I like our summers. Upper
80’s to low 90’s. And this year,
some days in the 70’s, that is amazing! Donna and I sit outside more
here in the summer and enjoy the
weather more than we have anywhere else that we have lived.
Summer time, besides enjoying time outside,
means opportunities to cook on the grill! That too is
something that I enjoy doing so very much.
Being outside means lots of time to enjoy God’s
creation. Giving thanks for all the blessings He
gives to us.
We as a congregation will be able to do that on
Sunday July 17. We are worshiping outside and
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following that will have a picnic and play some
games. All good things we can enjoy doing together. I look forward to that.
Then one day in the future, I also look forward to
doing that in heaven. Heaven, where the weather
will be perfect. The food amazing. The people there
will be just as excited to be there
as I am. And all of us will be giving thanks to the One who brought
us there… Jesus.
But in the meantime, this summer,
we enjoy the gifts of God’s creation right here. We enjoy the
company that He gives us to share
those blessings. While you enjoy
those blessings be sure to be here
and worship Him so that you might give thanks in
the place He has provided us, Trinity Lutheran
Church.
Enjoy the warm weather and see you at worship
and the picnic!
Serving the Lord with you,
Pastor Hopkins
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Deacon’s Bench
Have trouble with forgiving others or yourself? Listen to the words of Luther:

“For the love among Christians should be the same kind of love as that of every member of the body for
every other one, as St. Paul often says, each one accepting the faults of the other, sympathizing with them,
bearing and removing them, and doing everything possible to help him. Hence the doctrine of the forgiveness
of sins is the most important of all, both for us personally and for our relations with others. As Christ continually bears with us in His kingdom and forgives us all sorts of faults, so we should bear and forgive one another in every situation and in every way” (What Luther Says, 523.)
This does not mean we condone or excuse sin but that we recognize its reality and its destructive power and
do everything we can in love to help our neighbor to overcome it and receive the Lord’s forgiveness.
Deacon Anthony Cavaliere
Your Deacons:

Doug Brosky

Betsy Lazarek

Anthony Cavaliere

Peg Ruhs

Lynn Waldeck

A Prayer for the Nation
Almighty God, You have given us this good land as our heritage. Grant that we remember Your generosity
and constantly do Your will. Bless our land with honest industry, truthful education, and an honorable way
of life. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and arrogance, and from every evil
course of action. Grant that we, who came from many nations with many different languages, may become
a united people. Support us in defending our liberties, and give those to whom we have entrusted the authority of government the spirit of wisdom, that there may be justice and peace in our land. When times are
prosperous, may our hearts be thankful, and in troubled times do not let our trust in You fail; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. LSB Page 313

… for the Good News September 2022 Edition are due no later than noon on
Wednesday, August 24! Thank you!
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From the Minister of Music
LSB 965 - "God Bless Our Native Land"

Some thoughts for our nation…

Quickly we have come to July 4, the birthday of our nation. It is tempting to sing as many national songs as
we can in church. However, we must study the words closely, because we come to church to sing praise to
God, while many of these hymns hardly mention Him, or only in passing. So we are careful to choose hymns
that rightly praise our Lord, and pray for our country as well. "God Bless Our Native Land" is one such hymn.
It seems the lyrics originated around 1745, perhaps from a Latin text, although it is uncertain. Appearing initially in English as “God Save the King,” Siegfried Mahlmann, a German poet, adapted it for his own country’s
use. (“God Save Saxony”) It was even used during and after the revolution with the text "God Save Great
Washington." Later (1834), Charles Brooks of Massachusetts adapted the first verse for use in America, and
the text was modified yet again about ten years later by then, well-known musician and writer John Sullivan
Dwight (1813-1893), giving us the hymn with which we are now familiar: God bless our native land! /
Firm may she ever stand / Thro’ storm and night; / When the wild tempests rave, / Ruler of
wind and wave, / Do Thou our country save / By Thy great might.
We call upon God to protect our nation by His almighty power. Surely He who is able to control the weather,
the wind and the waves, is able to do this! We recognize, too, that no country can stand by its own strength,
for it is not the wisdom and power of human governments which ultimately uphold a nation, but rather it is
God’s great might. We pray with the confidence that He will use that might in the wisest possible way for the
benefit of His redeemed children, His believers in Christ Jesus.
In his Large Catechism, Martin Luther explains well the good habit of praying for the nation because through
her God gives us needed blessings. “There is, indeed, the greatest need to pray for temporal authority and
government, as that by which most of all God preserves to us our daily bread and all the comforts of this life.
For though we have received of God all good things in abundance, we are not able to retain any of them or
use them in security and happiness, if He did not give us a permanent and peaceful government. For where
there are dissension, strife, and war, there the daily bread is already taken away, or at least
checked.” (Luther’s Small Catechism Lord’s Prayer, Fourth Petition, paragraph 74)
The hymn’s majestic tune (the origin of which is also unknown) has been quoted in the compositions of many
world-famous composers and is the national or royal anthem of over a dozen countries. One can scarcely
pray the words without imagining or hearing at the same time the immortal melody. For her our prayer
shall rise / To God above the skies; / On Him we wait. / Thou who art ever nigh, / Guarding
with watchful eye, / To Thee aloud we cry, / God save the State!
Henry DeVries,

Minister of Music

One Nation Under God
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“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.

(Proverbs 22:6)

Recently I received a letter from a Christian College asking for funds. Part of the content of that letter reminded me of why we need to support and promote our own Trinity Lutheran School. Our school is one of
the most important aspects of our church outreach. We support a school that is committed to educating
Christian children to challenge and overcome today’s anti-Christian ideologies, to prepare them to become
the next generation of Christian leaders who go out into the world to preach the gospel, and who will transform our culture.
And so much of our culture promotes a worldview that is anti-Christian with its focus on self-fulfillment, pride,
and relative truth. That last item, relative truth, has led to the moral anarchy we see all about us. Our society
no longer espouses absolute truth. People now decide what truth is for themselves, based on how they feel
or what they think. And they want everyone else to support and approve of what they think. Consequently,
they label Christians as intolerant. This is because we believe the truth of the Word of God, that is, truth is
not based upon what an individual feels or what any group, academic institution, social organization, or governmental agency says it is.

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

(John 14:6)

Truth is what God says it is. And that truth includes the absolute that
salvation is granted by faith in Jesus Christ alone as Savior and Lord
God. This is what we must continue to stress in our school. This is
why we members of Trinity must support our school: it is on the front
lines of the war against Christianity. Through Trinity Lutheran School
we provide an opportunity for Christian families of all denominations
to have their children educated in the truth of the Word of God, the
truth they these children will, as they grow, find maligned and challenged. Trinity provides the worldview they need so that they stand
up for the Word of God without compromise. We must tell our
neighbors, friends and relatives who have children or grandchildren
who of the benefits and blessing that come from a Christian education
grounded in the Word of God. It may cost more financially, but the training they receive here will enable
them to live lives that reap eternal benefits that glorify the Lord Jesus Christ.

Deacon Anthony Cavaliere

Church and School Offices will be
closed on July 4

Happy Birthday, America!
Enjoy and be safe!
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The Board of Stewardship is sponsoring a church picnic on Sunday July 17 following the Divine Service which
will be conducted outdoors, weather permitting. There will be a food truck available for refreshments as well
as games for all and a bouncy house for the children.
The purpose of the Board of Stewardship is to educate the congregation about the responsibility all believers
have to support their church, not just with their finances, but also with their time and talents. So we periodically sponsor events such as this to allow opportunities for our Trinity members to use their talents. So, although the Board of Stewardship is sponsoring the picnic, you, the members of the church, are the ones who
are running it. So we look for you to enjoy the picnic but also to remember your responsibility in helping to
make it a success. We need your help to set up the chairs for service, for clean-up afterwards, and for help
running the games and safeguarding the children who attend. We also ask you to invite your friends, relatives, and neighbors. There is a $5.00 cost for each individual which entitles them to refreshments and to
participate in the games. Contact Jeanine Davis or Deacon Anthony to sign up because we must know in advance how many will be attending so the food truck will have enough food to distribute. And contact Anthony
if you wish to volunteer or just show up early for church to help set up.
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Dear Families and Friends,
The 2021-2022 school year has ended and plans are well underway for the fall and the new year ahead.
How time flies!
The school year ended with a flurry of activity as I described in last month’s newsletter. We were pleased to
celebrate Ben Ferry’s selection as student of the month by the New York State Art Teachers Association. His
piece entitled "A Bug's Life" was on display for the entire month of June at the Firefly Artists Gallery in Northport. There was more celebrating with the moving up ceremonies for the ECC students, the 5th grade class
and the Kindergarten that were held.
For the K-8 students the year ended with Chapel. It was a very heartwarming experience for everyone.
Throughout the year, only two classes attended Chapel in-person, on a rotating basis, while the remaining
classes attended via Zoom. So for the first time since March 11, 2019, we were all together. It was thrilling
and emotional to see all of the K-8 students in church and to hear them singing, “I Am the Church.”
Our final joyous and emotional event was on Friday June 17 when our 8th grade students graduated. The
day was beautiful and was punctuated by our 8th grade brass ensemble, the applause for the achievements
of our fine young men and women, and the cheers of friends and families. Many of our graduates will be
moving on to LuHi, Holy Trinity High School, Kellenberg, Mary Lewis Academy, and other fine high schools. In
addition, a group of our honor students successfully completed their Regents courses and exams in Algebra I
and Living Environment, and the entire 8th grade took the FLACS exam for Spanish. We are all so proud of
our students and most especially our graduates. We wish them God’s blessings for their continued education
in the days and years ahead.
Also, at the end of this year, we said farewell and Godspeed to our middle school English/Language Arts
teacher, Sandra Saitta, who is retiring after years of dedicated service. We also thanked Mr. Charles Henle
for his many years of service as Trinity’s Admissions Director. They will be very much missed by students,
staff, and families.
I am pleased to report that Trinity’s summer program is underway again for a second season after the Covid
hiatus. Summer STARS (Science, Technology, Arts, Religion, and Sports) is open to children entering PreK to
grade 5 and will run to August 7.
Now, looking ahead to the end of the summer, faculty and staff workshops will be held on August 31 and
September 1. Also, new student orientation will be held on Thursday, September 1, in the afternoon (time to
be announced) and preceding the “Blessing of the Backpacks and Those Who Carry Them” and the “Back to
School Picnic.” So, mark your calendars and please plan to join us on September 1. The remaining dates
and the entire school calendar can be found on the homepage of the school’s website along with information
about school supplies, summer assignments, and other important information.
In closing, thank you for your continued prayers and please keep us in prayer as we move ahead in faith into
the summer and beyond to the fall.
Yours in Christ,
Mary E. Leake
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LWML News

Well Summer is upon us and our LWML member workers will be taking
a well deserved break over July and August. Our board members will
still be busy planning the meetings and events for next year. The following are the scheduled monthly LWML meeting dates: 9/19/22,
10/17, 11/21, 12/19, 1/16/23, 2/25, 3/20, 4/17 and 5/15/23 (last
meeting for the school year). Details will be provided in the weekly
bulletins as we approach these dates. We look forward to your participation at any or all meetings! Come see
what we are all about! Enjoy some fellowship as we work on our projects together.
Our next event scheduled for Sept will be the Garage Sale on 9/17/22 to be held at Helen's. This is an important annual fundraiser for mission funding. Also in Sept we will have the bake-less cake sale, a cake sale that
does not involve putting on pounds but is an important fundraiser as well!
I just want to wish everyone to have a safe, happy and restful summer.
Helen Peter

Trinity LWML President

The Good News
Honor, Serve, Provide Capital Campaign Update
The Art of Trinity Lutheran Church and School

Our thank you from the Honor, Serve, Provide Capital Campaign Committee
We had hoped to end the three-year campaign as we began, sharing a meal together to celebrate our success. Unfortunately, COVID put a damper on that idea. Instead, the campaign committee decided to have a
long-awaited book on the art of Trinity created. Thanks to Trinity’s art teacher, Ellen Kerwin who had been
writing articles for Kim Merz’s monthly newsletter, archival contributions from Deacon Doug Brosky, Jane
DeVries, Marite Hennessey and Jane Kramer, whose vast supply of photographs and documentation added
greatly to “The Art of Trinity” and Allison Straub for final book layout and design, additional photography and
production. It has been a labor of love.
A free copy of the book is available to each donor to the campaign during coffee hour and in Lynn Waldeck’s
office. Additional copies of “The Art of Trinity” are also available for $15.
Many additional physical plant needs exist and will continue to make themselves known. Please direct any
further donations to Trinity’s Capital Improvement Fund.

Summer Bible Study
As of June 29, the Tuesday Evening Zoom Bible Study has changed to in
person study for the summer. We will meet on WEDNESDAY mornings at
10:00 am We will meet outside (weather permitting) or in the YSR. A different topic for study will be chosen each week. Bring your Bible and a
lawn chair! All are welcome!
Any questions call Jane (516) 433 8315 or Linda (516) 579 8457.
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June 24 – June 26, Beloved and Abraham Comfort Dog
Teams hosted the Northeast Region of the LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs. Amos Comfort Dog from Ashburn, Virginia,
Kezia Comfort Dog from Baltimore, Maryland, Leah Comfort Dog from Danbury, Connecticut, Lily Comfort Dog
from Old Bridge, New Jersey, Lydia Comfort Dog from
Litchfield, Massachusetts, Obadiah Comfort Dog from Scituate, Massachusetts and Solomon Comfort Dog from
Williamsburg, Virginia, all came for training, fellowship and fun. The weekend was packed with devotions by Pastor Dien Taylor, training and ministry development followed by a trip to the Nassau County Communication Center. All followed up with standing alongside Beloved as she was commissioned as Trinity’s Comfort Dog. In attendance was the Lutheran Church Charities Director of the K-9 Ministry, Anastasia and lead trainer, Becky along
with Terri Albright, Lutheran Church Charities Director of the K-9 Police Ministry. Legislator Rose Walker, Project
Thank-A-Cop and friends of the ministry also joined the teams for lunch. Before the conference, Abraham was
joined by Amos Comfort Dog and visited the site of the 9/11 Memorial. They had the opportunity to meet some
folks and spend some time comforting as well.

