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Welcome

Advent is the season of waiting! As we await Christ's coming again in power and glory,
we know that the time we are given before that great Day is due to the Lord’s patience.
“The Lord... is patient toward you,” says Peter (2 Peter 3:9). Why? More time before
Christ’s return as King and Judge means more opportunities for us to share the life-
giving Gospel with all the world. As people hear the message of Christ, repenting of their
sin and turning to Him in faith, more souls will be brought into God'’s eternal kingdom.
And because He is working His wonders of salvation, we rejoice in Him and receive from
Him all He seeks to give!

Holy Communion

We believe that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in Holy Communion, and that
we receive the forgiveness of sins along with the bread and wine in this Holy Meal. As a
“Family Church,” we invite those who share this understanding, and who desire God’s
forgiveness and strength, to join with us in receiving Holy Communion. If you have any
questions, please speak to the pastor at any time. All worshippers are asked to fill out
the “Fellowship Pad” in the pew and pass it down. After all have signed, please leave
the pad at the end of the pew to be picked up after worship. Please stand where
indicated with a <. Thank you!

PRELUDE "Agnus Dei" - Halley
Scott Hoefling, soprano saxophone

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

+»» OPENING HYMN “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” LSB 347
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1 “Com - fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each
3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is cry - ing In the des - ert
4 Make ye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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saith our God; “Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness, Mourn-ing
dark mis-deed; All that well de-served His an - ger He no
far and near, Call - ing sin- ners to re - pen-tance, Since the
plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum -ble, As be -
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‘neath their  sor - rows’ load. Speak ye to Je - ru - sa-lem
more  will see  or heed. She hath suf-fered man-ya day,
King - dom now is  here. O that warn - ing cry o - bey!
fits His ho - ly reign. For the glo - ry of the Lord
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Of the peace that waits for them; Tell her that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her
Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the  val - leys
Now o'er earth is shed a-broad, And all flesh shall
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sins I cov - er And her war - fare now is o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.
rise  to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.
see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.

Text and tune: Public domain

+ INVOCATION

P In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

«» ADVENT CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Silence may be kept.
(P) Most merciful God,
| confess to you with my whole heart my neglect and forgetfulness of your

commandments: my wrong thinking, speaking, and acting; the hurts | have
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done to others; and the good | have left undone. O God, forgive me, for |
have sinned against you. Raise me to newness of life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

(P] Hear this promise of Almighty God: He prepares in our hearts a royal highway for
his Son’s near approach, and cleanses us from all our sins. He drives away the
darkness of sin and death, that we may behold the glory of his Son, the Word
made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray
to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

% PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son,
that by His coming we may be found in Him, fully redeemed and at peace;
(P) through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHILDREN ARE NOW DISMISSED TO ATTEND CHRIST’S KIDS

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to
her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from
the Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way
of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be
lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become
level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all
flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry!”
And | said, “What shall | cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the
field. The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it; surely
the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will
stand forever. Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your
voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the
cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm
rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will
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tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in
his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.

R) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 85
R) Lord, you were favorable to your land;

you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your people;

you covered all their sin.

R You withdrew all your wrath;
you turned from your hot anger.
Restore us again, O God of our salvation,
and put away your indignation toward us!
R} Will you be angry with us forever?
Will you prolong your anger to all generations?
Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?
R} Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation.
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to folly.
R) Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness meet;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.
R) Faithfulness springs up from the ground,
and righteousness looks down from the sky.
Yes, the Lord will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
R} Righteousness will go before him

and make his footsteps a way.

ALL Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.



EPISTLE 2 Peter 3:8-14

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but
that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then
the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and
dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in
lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies
will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and
a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him
without spot or blemish, and at peace.

R) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

s ALLELUIA (Trinity Choir) “Verse for Advent 2” — Cherwien

Alleluia! Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight His paths; all nations shall see the
salvation of God. Alleluia!

s HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:1-8

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah
the prophet,

“Behold, | send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way,

the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,”

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to
him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John
was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts
and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I,



the strap of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. | have baptized you

with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
s HYMN “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” LSB 344
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry An - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - 'ty life from sin; Make straight the
3 We hail Thee as our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge
4 Lay on the sick Thy heal - ing hand And make the
A5 All praise, e - ter - nal Son, to Thee Whose ad - vent
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that the Lord is nigh; A - wake and hear - ken,
way for God  with - in, And let us  all our
and our  great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we
fal - en strong to stand; Show us the glo - ry
sets Thy peo - ple free, Whom with the Fa - ther
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for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’ry place.
we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er- more.
Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON “Repair the Way of the Lord” Pastor David Wackenhuth

+ Please turn and face your fellow members across the center aisle +
«» APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will



come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

< PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
OFFERING + Please sign and pass the Fellowship Pad at this time +
TRINITY CHOIR “Lost In the Night” —arr. Haugen

Lost in the night do the people yet languish, longing for morning the darkness to
vanquish, plaintively heaving a sigh full of anguish. Will not day come soon? Will not
day come soon? Must we be vainly awaiting the morrow? Shall those who have light no
light let us borrow, giving no heed to our burden of sorrow? Will you help us soon? Will
you help us soon? Sorrowing wanderers, in darkness yet dwelling, dawned has the day
of a radiance excelling, death’s dreaded darkness forever dispelling. Christ is coming
soon, Christ is coming soon! Will not day come soon? Come and save us soon! Christ
is coming soon!

< OFFERTORY Wohat Shall | Render
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me? I will of-fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing and will
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, inthe midst of you, O Je-ru-sa-lem.

THE CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

“ PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world,
and calling sinners to repentance that they might be found by Him without spot
or blemish and at peace when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
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glo - ry Ho - san-na in the high - est
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s THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

s PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

“ LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

<+ AGNUS DEI Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, You take a-waythe sin of the world;
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have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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grant us peace, grant us  peace,
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Come, Thou Precious Ransom Com” LSB 350
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1 Come, Thou pre - cious Ran - som, come, On - ly hope for
2 En - ter now  my wait - ing heart, Glo - rious King and
3 My ho - san - nas and my palms Gra - cious - ly re -
4 Hail! Ho - san - na, Da - vid’s Son! Je - sus, hear our
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Lord most ho - ly. Dwell in me and ne’er de - part,
ceive, [ pray Thee; Ev - er- more, as best 1 can,
sup - pli - ca - tion! Let Thy king - dom, scep - ter, crown,
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O - pen are to Thee all por - tals. Come, Thy beau - ty
Though I  am but poor and low - ly. Ah, what rich - es
Sav - ior, 1 will hom-age pay Thee, And in faith 1
Bring us bless-ing and sal - va - tion, That for - ev - er
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let us see; Anx - ious - ly we wait  for Thee.
will be mine When Thou art my  guest di - vine!
will em - brace, Lord, Thy mer - it through Thy grace.
we may sing: Hail! Ho - san - na to our King.

Text and tune: Public domain

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” LSB 338

I Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!
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From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Born to reign in  us for-ev -er, Now Thy gra-cious king-dom bring.

I
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Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;

Dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, Joy of ev-'ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all - suf-fi - cient mer-it Raise us to Thy glo-rious throne.

Text and tune: Public domain

«» NUNC DIMITTIS Song of Simeon

H — . \ —
. d— ] | e e § E— —
o — .

) & - T e @
Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful -
i ——— e &, e NS
G Em— e * e =
J = o @ T ! ®

filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va-tion which You have pre-
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pared in the sight of ev-’ry peo-ple: A lig_.’ht to re-
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

% CLOSING PRAYER

(P

o)

Let us pray.

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in steadfast love
sent Your only-begotten Son into this world of sin, we thank You that for His
sake You look upon us “without spot or blemish, and at peace.”

We praise You for Your patience and rejoice in Your redemption!

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever

Amen.

+ BENEDICTION

P)

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
Amen.
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< HYMN “Prepare the Royal Highway” LSB 343
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; The King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo-ple, see Him com - ing: Yourown e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen To greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth-1ly king - dom; It comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev -ty hill and val - ley A lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be-fore Him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - 'ry na - tion Its trib - ute  too should bring.
His  rule is peace and free - dom And  jus-tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of Glo - ry Fore-told in sa - cred sto - r1y:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands, bow down be-fore Him! All na-tions, now a - dore Him!
So let your praise be sound-ing For kind-ness so a - bound-ing:
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Ho - san - na to the  Lord, For He ful-fills God’s Word!

s DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE "Prepare the Royal Highway" - Ore

Leading our time of worship today, we welcome Pastor David Wackenhuth,
Regional Vice-President, LCMS - Atlantic District
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Prelude: copyright 1982 by BackAlley Music, administered by Pelagos Inc.

Verse for Advent 1: From “Verses for the Sundays in Advent” by David M. Cherwien. Copyright 1987, Morning Star
Music Publishers, St. Louis, MO.

Anthem: Copyright 2000, Augsburg Fortress Publishing, Minneaoplis, MN

“Prepare the Royal Highway” LSB 343 Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110004101 Tune: Public domain

Postlude: from "11 Compostlisitons for Organ, Set V" - Charles W. Ore. Copyright 1991 by Concordia Publishing House,
St. Louis, MO

LSB hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #738863-A. All rights reserved."
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